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- Mr. Ralph Haller
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Federal communications 7c- ission
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Dear Mr. Haller:
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Phelps Dodge Corporation, New Mexico Operations, is one of
the largest Private Land Mobile Radio users in New Mexico.
Having many I icenses on file in the VHF, UHF, and microwave
frequencies, we are very concerned that certain aspects of this
proposal pose major problems to large users such as Phelps Dodge.

Our business base is in the arid southwest where channel
crowding is not a problem, but coverage area is. We have many
systems, both voice and data, that must cover an area of 20 to 30
miles in radius. If the ERP/HAAT is reduced on these systems to
the levels indicated, a negative affect on spectrum efficiencies
will be realized.

Example:

A water well SCADA system in the 460 band has a coverage
area of 30 miles around a repeater site with an HAAT above 600
feet. As per the proposal, the reduction in deviation and output
power level would reduce the repeater's coverage area by as much
as 75%. This would mean that the user would have to put in
additional systems and inner system links to perform the same
function. The net affect would be more channel usage.

As one of the world leaders in automated mining operations,
the reduction in bandwidth and deviation to the levels proposed
would render our use of data over radios useless in complete mine
ar.ea coverage. Again, because our requirements for complete
coverage will not have changed, we would have to add additional
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systems and system links to compensate for the reduction and a
negative affect on spectrum efficiencies would again be realized.

We are not unsympathetic to the task before you and we also
realize that, to effectively manage the RF Spectrum in the 21st
century, sweeping changes will be needed. But every user segment
needs to be consulted and analyzed very carefully before
potentially negative actions are taken.

Yours very truly,

~(?~
D. P. Milovich
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